Topic One: Human Rights in Haiti
Statement of the Issue:
One of the key principles of the Organization of American States is the promotion of democracy and political stability within member states. Egregious violations of human rights within member states threaten to undermine these efforts.  The OAS recognizes the inherent connection between political stability and human rights and is gravely concerned about both areas within Haiti.  The number of human rights abuses has dropped significantly in Haiti within the last decade, but there are still serious issues involving over response or a lack of police response and a lack of free press.
History of the Problem:
Haiti is one of the poorest nations in the world.  This impoverishment has influenced numerous uprisings and contributed to the levels of political discontent felt within the nation.
January 2004 was the 200th anniversary of Haiti as an independent nation.  The largely slave population won their freedom by defeating the French colonial system including armies from France, Great Britain and Spain.  Despite their early history of freedom from colonial rule, the political history of Haiti is fragmented and inconsistent.  It has been marked with numerous changes of government, a 19 year military intervention by the United States (1915-1934), and was run through terror and intimidation for 30 years by the Duvalier family from 1957-1987.  
In 1990, John Bertrand Aristride won the presidential elections with 67% of the popular vote, promising social and economic reforms.  The current political problems intensified in 1991 with a coup d’etat resulting in a brutal military dictatorship for the next three years.  During this period of military rule the human rights violations within the nation were numerous.  
In 1994 Aristride returned to his presidency, which René Préval, Aristride’s Prime Minsister took over in 1996 after the end of Aristride’s term.  Since 1996, the legislative elections within Haiti have been marred by fraud thus leading to further political instability.

Following the disputed May 2000 legislative elections in Haiti, the OAS coordinated the first of five missions to Haiti, led by Secretary General Cesar Gaviria.  The primary purpose of this mission was “fact-finding to assist in the development of a constructive outcome to the political crisis”.  
This political environment has significantly influenced the state of human rights within the nation.  In 2002 the Inter​American Commission on Human Rights conducted two onsite visits to Haiti and issued a report stating that it was "deeply preoccupied by the weakness of human rights in Haiti, the lack of an independent judiciary, the climate of insecurity, the existence of armed groups that act with total impunity and threats to which some journalists have been subjected." Despite these efforts, the human rights situation has not drastically improved and thus demands further attention by the OAS.  In September of 2002, the permanent council of the OAS passed a resolution in support of unblocking hundreds of millions of dollars of financial aid to Haiti to prevent a humanitarian disaster.  

Current Situation:

The OAS Electoral Monitoring Mission quit monitoring the 2000 legislative elections declaring them “fundamentally flawed” after the national government refused to reconsider skewed results and possibly fraudulent methods used to calculate senatorial seats.  These types of actions by the national government only further polarize the political parties within Haiti, further destabilizing democracy and general stability.

Recent human rights problems include numerous reports of vigilante justice by governmental military forces against the opposition.  Similar reports in January of 2004 indicate that militant opposition groups are also perpetrating lethal vigilante acts.  In addition to indiscriminate violence, the UN Commission on Human Rights in 2002, documented significant violence and intimidation aimed against 1) the press 2) political activists and their organizations and 3) human rights activists.   In general this report documented numerous gaps between the promised reforms by Aristide’s government and those actively promoted and established within the nation.  Based on an independent expert’s visit to Haiti, this commission did recommend international aid be extended to the country due to the reforms even if they were only partially, if at all implemented.
In December 2003, the OAS decided to remain involved in the Haiti situation, focusing upon improving security, governance, democracy, justice and human rights.  At this meeting the United States pledged $1 million to undertake concrete measures to allow for greater free speech and assembly within the nation.

According to Human Rights Watch, the areas within Haiti that require the most focus are: the democratic legitimacy of elections, having independent and professional police investigations including for political violence, and investigations of violence against journalists should be undertaken.
Aristide has pledged to the international community to work to enact a series of reforms within the nation of Haiti to remedy the political and human rights situations.  These reforms include the inclusion of members of the opposition in his government; to make the police force and judicial system more professional and consistent towards all persons, and to form closer ties with international financial institutions.  Aristide has also promised to work closely and aid the United States in their efforts to thwart drug trafficking.  According to the deal between the United States and Haiti this can include allowing the Coast Guard to patrol Haitian waters and  the tightening of laws against money 
laundering.
In February of 2004 opposition leaders began an assault on Aristide’s military and government.  Currently, this group is marching towards Port-Au-Prince and working to force the resignation of President Aristide.  The United States is pushing for a peace plan that would leave Aristide as President, but with diminished powers and an increased role for rebels within the governmental framework..  On February 19, the OAS strongly condemned the violence and expressed its support for constitutional order in the country.  The OAS Permanent Council underscored its support of the government of Aristide and all efforts to restore order by constitutional means.  It further urged the opposition parties to act “responsibly, denounce the use of violence, fulfill their responsibilities and engage in the democratic process”.  
Possible Solutions:

It is undeniable that a hostile political situation within a country can have a significant effect upon the human rights conditions within a country.  In addition to an unstable political process whose elections have been riddled with fraud, a poor record of human rights according to Human Rights Watch and other international human rights organizations, Haiti is encountering significant economic and social issues.  
Since a respect for human rights is closely tied to a country’s financial situation, Haiti’s human rights problems can be examined from a financial standpoint.  Further complicating the issue are the millions in international aid promised to Haiti that is unavailable to the country until the political situation is stabilized and democracy within the nation is strengthened.  As a result, all three of these topics are deeply inter-related.  The human rights problems within Haiti cannot be solved without addressing the other destabilizing agents within the country.  Primarily the OAS has focused upon the political stability within Haiti, believing that if there is greater order then recognition of human rights will follow.  This meeting of the OAS can continue to follow this path, or attempt to remedy the human rights situation by focusing upon different areas that have not yet been fully considered such as reevaluating election monitoring methods or aiding President Aristide in enacting his promised reforms.
Resources:

http://www.afsc.org/latinamerica/int/history.htm
http://www.hrw.org/wr2k3/americas7.html
http://www.oas.org/main/main.asp?sLang=E&sLink=http://www.oas.org/OASpage/Haiti_situation/default_year.asp?nYear=2003
http://www.oas.org/main/main.asp?sLang=E&sLink=http://www.oas.org/OASpage/eng/latestnews/latestnews.asp
Topic Two: Combat of Corruption
Statement of the issue:
The combat of corruption within national governments is a key issue with Central and South America.  The Organization of American States is playing a key role in the prevention and eventual elimination of corruption in the American States.  In 1996 OAS members adopted the Inter-American Convention against corruption because they understand that, “fighting corruption strengthens democratic institutions and prevents distortions in the economy, improprieties in public administration and damage to a society’s moral fiber.”  This peer review method is among the first to be initiated in the world, however its success is yet to be seen since it is still in the preliminary phases.  The evaluation of this and other currently existing programs, in addition to implementations of new programs will be necessary for corruption to be effectively dealt with.  

History of the Problem:

The problem of corruption is an issue not only in the Western Hemisphere, but in all regions of the world.  Corruption in both the public and private sectors weakens democracy and undermines the legitimacy of governments and institutions.  

In 1994, the heads of state governments in the OAS met in Miami, Florida to participate in the First Summit of the Americas and Corruption. This summit was designed to set forth a Declaration of Principles that established a: “Partnership for Development and Prosperity: Democracy, Free Trade and Sustainable Development in the Americas.”  

 Thereby, declaring that “Effective democracy requires a comprehensive attack on corruption as a factor of social disintegration and distortion of the economic system that undermines the legitimacy of political institutions.”     

A more detailed Plan of Action was also developed, to which all the participating member nations avowed their commitment to uphold, and therein furthered the broad objectives set forth in the Declaration of Principles.    

In 1996, the members of the OAS adopted the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (IACAC), the first anti-corruption treaty in the world.  The main goal was to strengthen cooperation against corruption in the hemisphere.

The Second Summit of the Americas and Corruption was held in Santiago, Chile, April 18-19, 1998. At this summit, they reaffirmed their stated goals from the First Summit and further promised to “lend new impetus to the struggle against corruption, money laundering, terrorism, weapons trafficking, and the drug problem, including illicit use, and work together to ensure that criminals do not find safe haven anywhere in the Hemisphere.” 
At the Third Summit of the Americas 
held in Quebec City, Canada on 
April 20-22, 2001, the Summit of the Americas Declaration acknowledged “that corruption undermines core democratic values, challenges political stability and economic growth and thus threatens vital interests in our Hemisphere” therefore they pledged to reinvigorate the fight against corruption and also recognized “the need to improve the conditions for human security in the Hemisphere.”
Some Special Summits have taken place after these and have mainly worked to enhance the process through which their plans of action are to be put into effect. 

Current Situation:

Various resolutions have been passed by the General Assembly and the Permanent Council addressing this issue.  

The main roadblocks to the combat of corruption are legal cooperation by countries in ratifying the IACAC, and in strengthening the participation by civil society in the respective states in the fight against corruption, and on the adoption of policies, processes, and mechanisms that protect the public interest. 
Possible Solutions: 
The modernization of the state, including deregulation, privatization and the simplification of government procedures, lessens the opportunities for corruption to occur.  Hence, all aspects of public administration in a democracy must be transparent and open to public scrutiny in order to promote this cause.  
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